Out of all the Christian doctrines, the virgin birth is probably one of the
most scoffed at and doubted by skeptics. Circumstances surrounding
Mary’s pregnancy are shrouded and dubious, to say the least. Jesus is
considered by many to be the greatest man that ever lived, but merely a
man, like us. Maybe he is a lot better than us, but still just a man.

The virgin birth of the Son of God has always been a central and
important doctrine of the Christian church. It is important because:

The virgin birth gives humanity to God’s Son. -Luke 1:26-48

There is a direct purpose involved in God’s Son becoming human flesh.
From the beginning of the Bible and up to the time of Christ, we have
recorded history of human failure.. The first man disobeyed God and his
first son murdered his younger brother. From that time on we find that the
human race was depraved and unable to resist sinful practices. Humans
were not to be trusted and God noted that every thought and intent of the
human heart was continually sinful -Genesis 6:5. There was a need for God
to send a human Savior who would reverse the curse caused by one man
and bring God’s gift of grace to the helpless, sinful human race -Romans
5:18-19.

The virgin birth gave deity to a human. “...that holy one that shall be born
of thee shall be called the Son of God” -Luke 1:35b. That human baby would
be like no other child ever born. He would be holy, because He would be
the son of God. Though Jesus would be human because of a human birth
(through His mother Mary), he would have no human father, since His
conception resulted by fertilization of the Holy Spirit.

The virgin birth would cause one human to be born without a sin
nature (or depravity). Though He would be subject to temptation in His
human body, Jesus’ deity would not be subject to any possibility of sin -1
John 3:9. Deity in a human body would be the only way to preserve His
sinless human person. Depravity is something we all have.

“The Miraculous Conception”

Rev. David J. Bauer

When we think of Christmas, we think of the birth of Christ in a Bethlehem stable,
shepherds, angels, etc. Physically though, there was nothing so miraculous about
the birth of a baby in itself. But it was the conception and the fact that the mother
was a virgin that made it so spectacular! There had never been nor ever would be
another baby born under these special circumstances.

Rev. David ]. Bauer
Director Emeritus

Though it may not have reached its absolute worst extreme in some people,
it is still the sin that lies within each of us. The evil that resides within the
human heart, no one can fully know but God -Jeremiah 17:9-10. Though
Jesus knew the hearts of humans around Him, He was not at all tainted by
this depravity in thought or deed. He was able to say to His enemies: “Which
of you can convict me of sin?” -John 8:46. Even in the hours of His trials He
was declared innocent over and over again.

The virgin birth was necessary to fulfill Old Testament prophecy.

In Genesis 3:15, even in the Garden of Eden we find God’s redemptive
prophecy that the “seed of a woman would “..bruise the head of the
serpent...”

Then in Micah 5:2 we see prophetically that in Bethlehem of Judah the ruler
of Israel would come forth, “..whose goings were from old, even from
everlasting.” Only God is from everlasting and only in a human birth by a
virgin could God be conceived and born.

Then finally, we have a prophecy over 700 years before Jesus’ birth in Isaiah
7:14. “For the Lord Himself shall show you a sign; a virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call His name, Immanuel.” Matthew 1:23 is first to point
out this fulfillment and that the meaning of Immanuel is “God with us.” For
God to dwell with us physically, he needed to be in human form.

The virgin birth was necessary in order for God to experience a human
death. After all, we know that God cannot die. He created the world and
holds it together by a word of his power -Colossians 1:16-17. But since
death had passed upon the entire human race, the human Jesus would suffer
and die on the cross as a satisfactory payment for the sins of all humans who
had ever graced this planet. Only a fully human Jesus could accomplish such
a miraculous act of redemption. But only a God-man could rise from the
dead three days later! To fit that role he needed a virgin birth.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son...” —-John 3:16.
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Hello BRM Friends

The Thanksgiving Holiday has passed.
What a great Holiday it is just to simply
remember to be thankful. It's easy to be
thankful for the good things in our lives.
But are we thankful for the not so good
things that come our way? God’s word
says we should be (1 Thess 5:18). |
listened to a Pastor say he was thankful for
a very serious illness he went through.
Although he was doing God’s work
outside the home, he was missing God’s
work at home. God allows the storms to
come in our lives sometimes just to get
our attention. He’s faithful and will carry us
in the worst of storms (Phil 1:6).

A supporting Church asked me to do a
presentation on BRM at their mission’s
conference. | was a bit nervous at this
being my first time. The presentation was
well received, and several people
expressed that they didn’t know BRM was
involved in so many things. BRM has a
unique mission, ministering to Pastors and
Churches.

We thank God for keeping BRM’s ministry
active and supported by Churches and
individual donors. Please pray for our
God’s wisdom for our Associate Pastors
and BRM Board, comfort and strength for
Dolores Bauer, and that He would provide
a new Director.

May you all have a Merry Christmas and a
Blessed New Year.

In the Lord’s Service,

Fernando Garza, BRM Interim Director.



Recipes
Winler thergy Riles

2 cups granola

2 cuts quick oats

1 cup shredded coconut

1 cup mini chocolate chips

Y2 cup peanut butter (To stick together)

Ya - 2 cup honey (To stick together)

% cup of cranberries

% cup of walnuts

(Or your favorite dried fruits and nuts to taste)

Mix the dried ingredients together. Mix the honey
and peanut butter, then add the dry ingredients.
Chill the mixture in the fridge, then roll into balls.

Leave a legacy for your family & favorite ministries.
When planning a legacy, give Terry L. Balko a call at
404-229-1645 or email Mr. Balko for forms and details
at terrylbalko@gmail.com. Don’t let your hard
earned life-savings go into a probate
bureaucracy! NOT PLANNING is a plan, but it is
NOT a very good plan!

Bible Related Ministries keeps Church doors
open and good men behind our pulpits! BRM is
supported 100% by individuals and church donations.
Gifts to BRM can be sent to our PO Box or made
online with any charge or debit card using the
Paypal button on the left side of website page at:
www.biblerelatedministries.org.  It's easy to use!
Thank you for your faithfulness to this ongoing
ministry to facilitate our churches!
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“But when the fullness of the time
was come, God sent forth His Son,
made of a woman, made under the

law, to redeem them that were under
the law...”~Galatians 5°4-5a

www.BibleRelatedMinistries.org
Like us on Facebook
P.0. Box 272
Hinsdale, IL 60522

BRM Interims and Associates Engaged in
Ministry:

>Rev. Steve Barack, BRM Associate — Filling
the next BRM assignment. Ready to go!

>Dr. Al Carson, Sr. BRM Associate — Sr. Pastor
of Edwards Corners Bible Church, Marcellus,
MI

>Dr. Joe Stewart, BRM Associate — Sr. Pastor of
Grace Bible Church, Dallas City, IL

>Rev. Darwyn Hassert, BRM Associate —
Smyrna Bible Church (and vicinity), MI,
preaches and assists as needed in nearby areas
>Rev. Don Zimmerman, Interim Pastor of
Western Springs Baptist Church, IL

>Rev. Jim Vyleta, Interim Pastor of Appleton
Community Church, 2490 W. Capitol Drive in
Appleton, WI

>Rev. Tracy B McConnell, BRM Associate —
Monthly BRM Newsletter publication

On the Lighter Side

A girl of ten years went with a group of
family and friends to see the Christmas
light displays at various locations
throughout the city. At one church, they
stopped and got out to look more closely at
a beautifully done nativity scene.

"Isn't that beautiful?" said the little girl's
grandmother. "Look at all the animals,
Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus."

"Yes, Grandma," replied the granddaughter.
"It is really nice. But there is only one thing
that bothers me. Isn't baby Jesus ever going
to grow up? He's the same size he was last
year."

BRM Field Report #12

BRM Interim President Fernando Garza,
along with Dolores and the BRM Associate
Pastors are working together to fulfill BRM’s
mission of helping churches. Don’t hesitate
to call with any questions, needs, concerns,
or issues.

Rev. Steve Barack spoke at Griffith Baptist
Church for the month of November.

Rev. Jim Vyleta was voted in as the new
interim pastor at the Appleton Community
Church in Appleton, WI

Lee Roupas continued speaking at Lisle
Bible Church throughout November.

Our BRM representatives were well
received at the LaGrange Bible Church’s
Annual Missions Conference, November
70-9"  Interim President Fernando Garza
gave a presentation at the Friday night
service, and Dolores and a BRM Friend
manned the BRM display table.

Please continue to pray for BRM:

e For God to provide a new Executive
Director

e For the BRM Board, God’s wisdom
and guidance

e Thank you for all your prayers for
Dolores! She is recovering well, and
her eyesight is back to 20/20.
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