“Using Our Bible in the New Year”
by Rev. David ]. Bauer

“Another Bible has been given to us!” My wife complained, and continued to show me a VERY HUGE
white family Bible coming into our possession dfter the latest funeral. People seem to want to give
Bibles to the local minister, ones that have been lying around their houses, as if he is the one who
can use an extra Bible. My home, office and church have been filled with Bibles, old and new, of all
translations. As we get opportunity we do give them away to folks requesting a Bible. But
sometimes we feel like we are the Bible dumping grounds.

Of the personal Bibles I use everyday, I can number only four in my lifetime: 1) A Bible given to me
by my parents on my third birthday; 2) A Scofield Study Bible given to me by my dad on my 17t
birthday; 3) A Ryrie Study Bible given to me by members of my church after my ordination (at age
36); and 4) A New king James Version larger print I carry into the pulpit with me most of the time.
Though still readable, these four Bibles are completely worn out from daily use. Following a Bible
reading calendar, I have read through the Scriptures entirely at least 48 times! I still have all four
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personal Bibles. They each have a lot of miles on them plus duct tape.

It is true that the Bible is the biggest selling book in the world. Most folks in
America have at least one Bible in their home. But, sad to say, though it is a
common appearance in our homes it is seldom read. We hope and pray for
changes in our families, our schools, our cities and our nation. Yet we let our
Bibles (God’s one and only owner’s manual) gather dust on the shelf.

In Deuteronomy 6, the last words that God gave to Moses (at age 120) near the
end of 40 years of leadership, there are principles to be applied that will
guarantee success to his generation and the ones to come to the present day:

1. The Word of God must be in our hearts. “And these words, which I
command you this day, shall be in your heart” -Deut. 6:6. There are many
promises associated with loving God and His Word, listed in those early verses
of this chapter. But we must acknowledge that there is a radical difference
between a head belief and a heart belief. Our salvation and even our very life
depends on our trust in God’s word with out whole heart. We cannot teach
them to others with passion unless we have them in our hearts first.

2. The Word of God must be taught to our children. “And you shall teach
them diligently unto your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise
up”-Deut. 6:7. Parenting is more than a biological connection. We are to teach
our children God’s Word and demonstrate to them the principles contained
therein. This command was given to Moses, and he passed it down to God’s
chosen people. The book of Judges records the results of failure of the same
people to carry on the instruction to their children two to three generations
later. We should learn from the devastating consequences of their
disobedience resulting in failure, bondage and the weakening of the nation.

3. The word of God must be spoken daily. “...shall talk of them when you
sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise up” -Deut. 6:7b. We should be communicating the Word of God
constantly in our lives in our houses (family time) during our travel (walk),
when we go to bed, and when we rise from our sleep. Our children should
observe our reverence for God’s Word and our neighbors as well. Let our
sentences be punctuated with God’s Word!

4. The Word of God must be carried with us in written form. “And you
shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
your eyes” -Deut. 6:8. Even in the present day orthodox Jewish men pray,
wearing a head band with parts of the Scriptures tucked away in a small
pouch nestled in the middle of the forehead. This demonstrates a literal
obedience to this command of God. But wouldn’t it be far better if we studied
and obeyed the word of God so that its precepts guide our thoughts, eyes and
hands? Amen! But let us keep the Word of God (our Bibles and good gospel
tracts) close to us daily so we can study and make reference to the Scriptures.

5. The Word of God must be shared (written) by us wherever possible.
“And you shall write them upon the posts of your house and on your gates” Deut.
6:9. Jewish households have a small wooden or metal box attached to the
upper door frame. Inhabitants and visitors can reach up and rub this box out
of respect for the Scriptures. We can use a well placed gospel sign on our car,
our house or property, or our mailboxes. Put Scripture reference in our
greeting cards or our letters. Knowing and obeying the Scriptures has eternal
benefits.

So grab a Bible Reading Calendar and read your Bible through this year!
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Crock Pot Scalloped
Potatoes and Ham

6 potatoes peeled and thinly sliced

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese

% cup chopped onion

2 cups diced ham

10.75 ounces can cream of mushroom soup
% cup water

1 feaspoon garlic powder

3 teaspoon kosher salt

% teaspoon ground black pepper

In a large mixing bowl, combine cream of
mushroom soup, water, garlic powder, salt, and

pepper.

Grease the inside of the Crock-Pot. Place sliced
potatoes on the bottom of the crock pot. Add
cheese, onion, and ham, and stir together. Pour
the creamy sauce mixture over the potatoes.

Cover, cook on HIGH for about 4 hours until
potatoes are fork tender, or cook on LOW for
8-10 hours.

For easy serving adjustments, go to:
https://www.julieseatsandtreats.com/scallope
d-potatoes-ham/



Winter Hints

Homemade Deicer with Alcohol and Water - If you
find yourself without an ice scraper or needing to
scrape the ice off your windshield in a hurry, use two
parts rubbing alcohol to one part water with a
tablespoon of dish soap in a spray bottle to break the
ice and prevent further buildup.

WD-40 to Prevent Frozen Locks - a little WD-40 can
keep the locks on your car from freezing up in the
winter. Just spray a little into the lock before the
temperatures drops. But it will only prevent ice
buildup for a few days, so don't expect one spray to
last all winter.

Blow Through a Straw - If your locks do freeze up,
try putting the end of straw right up to hole keyhole
and blow into the straw. The warmth from your breath
can help melt the ice. (familyhandyman.com)

Leave a legacy for your family & favorite ministries.
When planning a legacy, give Terry L. Balko a call at
404-229-1645 or email Mr. Balko for forms and details
at terrylbalko@gmail.com. Don’t let your hard
earned life-savings go into a probate
bureaucracy! NOT PLANNING is a plan, but it is
NOT a very good plan!

Bible Related Ministries keeps Church doors
open and good men behind our pulpits! BRM is
supported 100% by individuals and church donations.
Gifts to BRM can be sent to our PO Box or made
online with any charge or debit card using the
Paypal button on the left side of website page at:
www.biblerelatedministries.org.  It's easy to use!
Thank you for your faithfulness to this ongoing
ministry to facilitate our churches!

Bible Related Ministries
www.BibleRelatedMinistries.org
Like us on Facebook
P. O.Box 272 - Hinsdale, lllinois 60522
708-579-3800/3801 djbauer101@gmail.com

Bible Related
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Newsletter

Fernando Garza, Interim President

“A new commandment I give unto you,
that you love one another; as I have loved
you, that you also love one another.” -
John 13:34

www.BibleRelatedMinistries.org
Like us on Facebook
P.0. Box 272
Hinsdale, IL 60522

BRM Interims and Associates Engaged in
Ministry:

>Rev. Steve Barack, BRM Associate — Filling
the next BRM assignment. Ready to go!

>Dr. Al Carson, Sr. BRM Associate — Sr.
Pastor of Edwards Corners Bible Church,
Marcellus, MI

>Dr. Joe Stewart, BRM Associate — Sr. Pastor
of Grace Bible Church, Dallas City, IL

>Rev. Darwyn Hassert, BRM Associate —
Smyrna Bible Church (and vicinity), MI,
preaches and assists as needed in nearby areas
>Rev. Don Zimmerman, Interim Pastor of
Western Springs Baptist Church, IL

>Rev. Jim Vyleta, Interim Pastor of Appleton
Community Evangelical Free Church,
Appleton, WI

>Rev. Tracy B McConnell, BRM Associate —
Monthly BRM Newsletter publication

On the Lighter Side: “Sermon for One?”

On a cold, blowing Sunday morning after a
heavy fall of snow, only one farmer and the
minister managed to arrive at the church for the
morning service.

“Well,” said the clergyman “I guess there's no
point in having a service today.”

“Well, that's not how I see it,” said the farmer.
“If only one cow turns up at feeding time, I still
feed it.”

The minister agreed and preached with fiery
passion for over an hour.

When he finished, the farmer sat in silence for a
few minutes, then commented, “I said I feed the
cow, I don’t unload the whole wagon on him.”

https://www.mvix.com/blog/jokes-break-ice-
church-outreach-event

BRM Field Report #1

BRM is here for you! As we wait on God to
provide BRM with a new Executive Director,
Fernando Garza (BRM Interim President), along
with Dolores and the BRM Associate Pastors,
are working together to fulfill BRM’s mission. The
phone lines are open and manned. Don't
hesitate to call with any questions, needs,
concerns, or issues.

Darwin Hassert spoke at Smyrna Bible Church in
Belding Michigan on December 14th

Lee Roupas continued speaking at Lisle Bible
Church in  December and will continue
throughout January

Steve Barack will be preaching at Griffith Baptist
Church in Griffith Indiana for the month of
January

Rev. Jim Vyleta started his position as Interim
Pastor at Appleton Community Evangelical Free
Church 2094 West Capitol Drive Appleton, WI

Here’s an excerpt from the welcome letter the
church shared at his arrival:

ACEFC is delighted to welcome our new
interim pastor, Jim Vyleta. He comes to us
with a heart for God's word and a desire
to walk alongside people in every chapter
of life. He brings not only pastoral
experience, but a gentle spirit, a listening
heart, and a genuine love for people.
Welcome Pastor Jim, we are truly blessed
to have you here and we look forward to
the journey ahead.

Please continue to pray for BRM:
1. For God to provide a new Executive Director
2.For the BRM Board, God's wisdom and
guidance
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